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Preface

In recent years, many studies have dealt with the development of historical-urban
landscapes in Israel. However, these studies were usually part of extensive plans for the
development of large cities such as Jaffa and Jerusalem or tourist sites such as Akko and
Safed.

As a small city, Lod has not received academic attention until recently, and its historical
development was not examined systematically. Nevertheless, the city's historical urban
landscape is composed of several archaeological and historical layers. The purpose of
this paper is to examine the presentation of the city in ancient maps of the Land of Israel,
to study the historical development of the city, the urban layout and the changes that
occurred in the city from the late Ottoman period until the establishment of the State of
Israel. The paper presents the topography and the development of the constructed Area of
Lod and its environs based on historical sources including aerial photographs, maps and
urban plans. Early maps show that the city's name changed from Lod to Diospolis and
Lydda in later periods. In addition, these early sources show that Lod's location on the
road between Jaffa and Jerusalem was a central and important factor. Analysis of maps
and aerial photographs shows that Lod's extensive urban development and expansion
during the period of the British Mandate was primarily towards the west, concurrently
to the development of the central railway station, which was constructed during the 19th
century and became an important station under the British Madate. Changes in the urban
development included new neighborhoods which were built on former agricultural plots.
The roads preserving the boundaries of the historic agricultural plots. However, these
changes did not change the dense character of the city despite the fact that the new
neighborhoods were designed with the English Garden-City in mind. All of the sources
indicate that the city kept its rural and traditional agricultural character. It was a small
town surrounded by many agricultural lands and with facilities that provided agricultural
services.
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